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Travel

With its stunning scenery, rich history andfabulousfood, this 
small island is bursting with things to see, do and discover;

Why go?
For an easy island escape without the 
long-haul flight, Guernsey delivers dramatic 
coastal scenery, fantastic food and a slow 
pace of life. Just a short hop from the UK, 
this charming Channel Island blends British 
comfort with a distinctly French influence. 
With direct flights from 11 UK airports 
taking around an hour, or ferries from 
Portsmouth and Poole for a scenic arrival, 
it's an easy long-weekend escape that feels 
far further from home than it really is. 
Guernsey may be small, but it packs a
surprising amount into its winding lanes.
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Get outdoors
Guernsey is the kind of place 
that rewards spending as 
much time outside as 
possible. Coastal paths 
loop around the island, 
revealing hidden coves, 
dramatic sea views and 
plenty of spots to 
pause for a swim along 
the way. A standout 
experience is a dip in the 

La Vallette Bathing Pools. Carved into 
the coastline just outside St Peter Port, 
the seawater pools are ideal for a 
refreshing morning swim, even if you 
only brave a quick dunk. Afterwards, 
warm up across the road at Hot Haus 
sauna (£15 for 50 minutes; hothaus.gg).

For the perfect walk head to Moulin 
Huet Valley on the south coast. A 
self-guided trail follows in the footsteps 
of Impressionist painter Renoir, with 
framed viewpoints marking the exact 
spots where he created some of his 
most celebrated works. Afterwards,
stop at the Renoir Tea Garden for coffee, 
cake or a traditional Guernsey bean jar

- a hearty slow-cooked pork dish.

Take a day trip 
If Guernsey itself feels 
relaxed, nearby Sark 
takes things to another 
level. Hop aboard the 
ferry from St Peter 
Port (£28.50 return; 
sarkshipping.gg) 

scanning the waters 
for dolphins, and in

50 minutes you will arrive somewhere
unchanged by time, Sark famously banned 
cars, preserving its way of life and making it 
one of the most peaceful places in Europe.

At Maseline Harbour, the 'toast rack' 
tractor ferries visitors uphill to the village, 
where bikes can be hired from just £10 a 
day. From there, explore on foot or cycle 
along quiet lanes lined with wildflowers 
and sea views. Don't miss La Coupee, the 
dramatic narrow ridge connecting Sark 
and Little Sark, or the beautiful RHS 
recognised Seigneurie Gardens (£8 entry; 
laseigneuriedesercq.uk). For lunch, stop 
at Sark Yard for local crab tarts before 
stocking up on treats at Caragh Chocolates.
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Relax at the Fleur 
du Jardin hotel

Explore the coastal 
paths and trails

Culinary delights 
Eating well in Guernsey 

comes naturally, thanks to the 
island's exceptional produce.

Start with Guernsey Gache, a 
sweet fruit loaf traditionally served 

thickly buttered at breakfast. The butter 
itself is famous thanks to the island's golden 
Guernsey cows, whose rich milk also produces 
exceptional cream, cheese and ice cream.

When you're craving something a little 
fresher, book a table at Fukku in St Peter Port 
(mains from around £14; fukku.gg). Featured 
in the Michelin Guide, the stylish Japanese 
restaurant serves beautifully fresh sushi and 
ramen. Standout dishes include kimcheese 
croquettes with spicy mayo, melt-in-the-mouth 
gochujang pork belly skewers and a refreshing 
cucumber salad with pickled chillies.

The Guernsey 
Big Eat festival, which 

launched this year, is an 
island-wide foodie celebration 
which runs biannually in April 

and October. Restaurants, cafes 
and producers host special 

menus and events celebrating 
everything from foraging to . 

fine dining; thebigeat 1
guernsey.com.

from home
Set in the peaceful Kings Mills 
countryside, Fleur du Jardin 
hotel offers a relaxed boutique 
stay inside a restored 15th- 
century farmhouse. The 
hotel's pub-style restaurant 
champions island produce,

while outside you'll find
leafy terraces buzzing with 
locals and an outdoor pool
perfect for sunny afternoons. 
Its location makes exploring 
easy, with west coast beaches 
nearby and buses stopping 
directly outside the hotel. 
Rooms from £90 per night;
fleurdujardin.com.

* Always check the latest travel advice before booking a trip

Indulge in fresh sushi 
at Fukku restaurant


